CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO
THE CAMPBELL CASE
The first rumble of the earthquake which was to cause the
collapse of the Labour Government was heard in the
House of Commons on 30 July 1924, when one of a series of
questions was put to the Home Secretary by Sir William
Davison and Sir Gervais Rentoul, K.C.   The Home Secretary
was asked whether his attention had been culled to the publica-
tion, in a paper known as the Workers*  Weekly, of Friday,
25 July, of an open letter, addressed to the fighting forces of the
Crown, calculated to undermine discipline and to create dis-
affection ; and what action he proposed to take in the matter,
This "subject has always been one of irritation to the Con-
servatives, as many of them have served in one or other of the
fighting Services.  The reply of Mr. Rhys Pavies, Parliamentary
Under-Secretary of State, was that the Home Secretary was
considering whether any action was called for in this matter.
This answer called forth a loud protest from Conservative
Members.   Mr. Lansbury arose from the Treasury Bench and
retorted that the Home Secretary should at the same time
consider the fiasco which followed the prosecution of Tom
Mann and others for issuing a similar pamphlet some years ago.
The Marquis of Titchfield asked a similar question on the
following day.   There was complete silence for a week, as far
as the House of Commons was concerned, and then suddenly
a Member, this time a Labour Member, Mr. John Scurr,
intervened to ask a private notice question*    The Home
Secretary was asked why police officers had been instructed
to raid the offices of the Workers* Weekly and to arrest the Editor;
what charges had been laid against the Editor ; under which
statute he was being prosecuted ; whether any further prosecu-
tions were pending, and under whose instructions the present
proceedings were instituted.    The reply of the Attorney-
General (Sir Patrick Hastings) was: